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LATE 

N  E 

W  S 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  Canada 's^  Dominion-Provincial  Agricultural 
Conference  which  ended  December  15  in  Ottawa,  announcements  were  made  of 
special  interest  to  United  States  agriculture.    These  announcements  are 
summarized  as  follows: 

Eggs-    The  British  Ministry  of  Food  will  not  renew  its  contract, 
which  ends  December  31,  for  the  purchase  of  Canadian  eggs.     Canada  has, 
therefore,  announced  that  its  Special  Products    Board    would  stop  buy- 
ing eggs  for  export  Saturday,  December  17«    The  Special  Products  Board 
has  been  paying  about  1+3  U.S.  cents  for  Grade  A,  large  eggs. 

Bacon  -  The  British  Ministry  of  Food  has  not  renewed   its  contract 
to  purchase  Canadian  bacon  in  1950*    Any  substantial  purchases  of  this 
commodity  will  probably  depend  upon  the  availability  of  exchange  which 
might  be.  provided .through  an  adjustment  in  the  wheat  contract  which 
expires  July  Jl,  1950. 

Che e so-  The  British  Ministry  of  Food  has  agreed  to  purchase  $27*5 

million  of  North  American  cheese  in  1950.     If  Canada  can  supply  this 

volume,  it  will  all  be  purchased  in  Canada.     This  fund  may  purchase 

about  100  million  pounds  of  cheese.     In  I9I4.9  Canada  supplied  only  about 

(Continued  on  Page  672) 
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Published  weekly  to  inform  producers,  processors,  distributors  and 
oonsumors  of  farm  products  of  current  developments  abroad  in  the  crop 
and  livestock  industries,  foreign  trends  in  prices  and  consumption  of 
farm  products,  and  world  agricultural  trade.     Circulation  of  this 
periodical  is  free  to  those  needing  the  information  it  contains  in 
farming,  business  and  professional  operations.     Issued  by  the  Office 
of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington  25,  D.C. 
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WORLD  19^9-50  CACAO  BEAN  PRODUCTION  FORECAST  AT  ABOUT  PREWAR  LEVEL 

World  production  of  cacao  "beans  in  19*t-9-50  is  forecast  to  "be  about 
equal  to  the  1935-39  annual  average  and  larger  than  production  in  any 
of  the  postwar  years  except  19*4-8-*t-9.    Based  on  early  season  information 
the  crop  is  forecast  at  1,571  million  pounds,  compared  with  a  revised 
estimate  of  1,650  million  pounds  in  19*4-8-*!-9  and  the  annual  average  pre- 
war (1935-39)  production  of  1,579  million  pounds. 

Cacao  production  In  19*4-9-50  in  Africa,  which  normally  produces 
about  two-thirds  of  the  world  crop,  is  expected  to  total  only  about 
1,008  million  pounds  compared  with  a  x^evised  estimate  of  1,12*4-  million 
in  19*4-8 -h9>    The  decrease  is  chiefly  attributed  to  too  much  rain  in 
Nigeria  and  the  Gold  Coast  which  made  the  harvest  later  than  usual  and 
resulted  in  more  Black-Pod  disease  than  usual.    In  addition,  the  Swollen- 
Shoot  disease  now  has  damaged  from  10-15  percent  of  the  trees  in 
the  Gold  Coast.    Production  in  19*4-9-50  in  the  Gold  Coast  is  forecast  at 
5*4-0  million  pounds  as  compared  with  a  revised  estimate  of  623  million 
in  19^8-^9.    Nigeria's  1949-50  output  is  expected  to  drop  to  200 
million  pounds  from  2*42  million  in  19*4.8-49 . 

South  America  is  expecting  a  larger  cacao  harvest  in  the  current 
year  than  in  19*v3~*4-9.    Production  in  19*4-9-50  is  forecast  at  k09  million 
pounds  as  compared  with  a  revised  estimate  of  389  million  in  19*4-8~*t-9. 
The  increase  is  accounted  for  by  Brazil,  which  produced  about  276 
million  pounds  in  19*4-8-*4-9  and  now  expects  a  19*1-9-50  crop  of  around 
300  million  pounds.    Weather  conditions  in  Brazil  have  been  very 
favorable  for  the  current  crop.    If  prices  of  cacao  beans  continue 
favorable,  the  number  of  cacao  trees  in  Brazil  is  expected  to  increase 
considerably  over  the  next  few  years.    There  is  much  suitable  land 
available  for  expansion  of  cacao  cultivation  in  Brazil. 

Production  in  the  southern  countries  of  North  America  is  expected 
to  exceed  a  revised  estimate  of  125  million  pounds  in  19**-8-*4-9  and 
amount  to  1*4-1  million.    Most  of  this  increase  is  accounted  for  by  the 
Dominican  Republic,  which  produced  about  51  million  pounds  in  19*4-8-*!-9 
and  has  forecast  an  output  of  around  6l  million  in  19*1-9-50.  Weather 
conditions  in  the  Dominican  Republic  have  been  much  better  in  the 
current  year  than  in  19*4-8-*4-9.     Costa  Rica,  Cuba,  and  Trinidad  also  are 
expecting  substantially  larger  cacao  crops  in  19*4-9-50. 

Cacao  production  in  19*4-9-50  in  Asia  and  Oceania  is  forecast  at 
about  13  million  pounds.    This  represents  a  slight  increase  over  the 
12  million  pounds  produced  in  19*+8-*+9,  but  it  is  about  25  percent  less 
than  the  prewar  average . 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world 
agricultural  production  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations  Committee  on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.  For 
this  report,  the  Committee  was  composed  of  Joseph  A.  Becker,  Chairman, 
Clarence  M.  Purves,  J.  Barnard  Gibbs,  T.D.  Spivey,  and  T.  0.  Engebretson. 
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CACAO:    Estimated  production  of  cacao  beans  in  principal  producing  , 
countries,  average  1935-36  to  1939-40,  annual  1947-48  to  1949-50 


Continent 
and 
Country 

Average 
1935-36 

1939-140  SJ 

1947-48 

1943-49  1/ 

1949-50  1/ 

llorth  America 

Costa  kica  

Jamaica  ........ 

Panama  

0"th.©r  xlortii  Ain6rj.cs.  ^/ 

1,000 

pounds 

1^,356 

7,000 

Rh  049 
3,536 
3,349 

4,750 
2,500 
10,418 

1,307 

1,000 
pounds 

14,550 

6,595 
61,730 
5,225 
4,400 
4,200 
15,500 
6,585 
17 , 100 
4,Q00 

1,000 
pounds 

12,350 
5,935 
50,705 

5,000 
4,500 

5,700 

17,100 

:  6,570 

12,644 

4  S^O 
  7>°?y  . 

1,000 
pounds 

14,000 

7,100 

60,625 

5,4oo 
4,6oo 
5,600 
17,000 
6,500 
:         15 1 000 
!          5 , 000 

137,900 

140,785 

125.404 

140,825 

South  America 

263, QSO 

25,000 

42,373 
36,934 

220,000 
:  24,700 
35,186 
50,700 

276,350 
:  24,700 
43.993 
:  43,500 

:  300,000 
25,000 
44,000 
40,000 

Total   

36Sf2S7 

330,58b 

383,543 

409,000 

Africa 

£  eirioZKio  ro  &  xiio  riuni 
French  Cameroons  & 

Senatorial  Africa  • 
Gold  Coast  &  Togoland 
Ivory  Coast  &  Dahomey 
Nigeria  &  Cameroons 

Other  Africa  5_/  .  .  . 

2,809 

or  rinn 
£12  ,  uuu 

60,221 
609,363 

109,937 
216,31s 

£  727 

~K  Rno 
Jt  ?uu 

7R  r>nn 
101,000 

467,600 

80,000 
170,000 

18  000 
q  ggn 

!  3,600 

31, 000 
91,000 

623,152 

110,000 
241,534 
16  000 

8  0?R 

•  7  7nn 

•  Jt (uu 

J J » uuu 

:  90,000 
540,000 
112,000 
200,000 
17 , 000 
10,300 

1,054,871 

884,980 

1,124,361 

1,008,000 

Asia  and  Oceania 

Indonesia  ...... 

Western  Samoa  .  .  .  .  j 

7,931 
3,310 
3,916 
2,^26 

4,660 
1,100 
2,000 
5,000 

4,030 
1,630 
1,300 
4,985 

4,430 

1,765 

1,500 

5,600- 

17,483 

12,760 

11*995 

13.345 

Grand  Total   

1, 57S.541 

1,369.111 

1,650,303 

1,571.170 

1/    Production  in  Brazil  is  given  for  the  12  months  Kay  1  -  April  30.  Production 
in  most  of  the  other  countries  is  given  for  the  12  months  October  1  -  September 
30. 

2/    Export  data  have  been  used  for  all  countries  with  the  exception  of  iiexico, 
Cuba  and  Colombia. 
3/  Preliminary. 

4/  Includes  Dominica,  El  Salvador,  Guatemala,  Guadeloupe,  Kartinioue,  Nicaragua, 
Puerto  Rico,  St.  Lucia,  and  St.  Vincent. 

5_/    Includes  Angola,  French  Togoland,  Liberia,  Madagascar,  and  Sierra  Leone. 


Compiled  or  estimated  from  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments  and  United 
States  Foreign  Service  reports. 
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WORLD  OUTPUT  OF  DAIRY  PRODUCTS  THIRD  QUARTER  I9I+9 

Production  of  manufactured  dairy  products  in  the  third  quarter  of 
19^9  increased  in  major  producing  countries  over  the  comparable  period  of 
1948  except  in  those  countries  where  drought  conditions  decreased  total 
milk  output.    Butter  and  cheese  took  up  the  increased  milk  available  for 
manufacturing,  and  also  a  portion  of  milk  supplies  previously  directed 
into  canned  and  dried  milk  uses. 

In  Denmark,  favorable  weather  in  July  and  August  aided  growing  con- 
ditions and  pastures  were  satisfactory  in  most  areas.    While  rainfall  in 
September  was  less  than  normal,  the  resulting  deterioration  of  grasses  and 
pastures  was  not  sufficiently  serious  to  affect  milk  production,  output  of 
which  for  the  entire  third  quarter  was  23  percent  higher  than  in  the  same 
quarter  of  1948. 

Milk  output  in  the  Netherlands  rose  11  percent  over  that  of  the  third 
quarter  a  year  earlier,  largely  the  result  of  increased  dairy  cow  numbers 
and  mild  weather  which  provided  better  than  normal  grazing  conditions. 
Late  July  and  August  rains  in  Ireland  caused  a  growth  in  pastures  and  milk 
supplies  to  creameries  during  the  third  quarter  were  more  than  15  percent 
above  the  comparable  quarter  in  1948. 

Conditions  for  production  in  New  Zealand  were  excellent  and  the  level 
of  butterfat  production  remained  exceptionally  high  throughout  the  quarter. 

Milk  production  on  farms  in  the  United  States  was  about  1  percent 
greater  than  last  year,  and  as  consumption  of  fluid  milk  and  cream  remained 
about  the  same,  increased  quantities  of  whole  milk  were  available  for  man- 
ufacture.   Production  of  milk  in  both  Canada  and  the  United  Kingdom  was 
adversely  affected  by  unfavorable  weather  conditions  during  the  summer 
months,  and  output  in'  each  country  in  the  third  quarter  dropped  slightly 
below  the  levels  of  last  year.    This  decline  was  reflected  in  the  reduced 
output  of  all  manufactured  products  except  cheese,  in  Canada,  and  of  all 
dairy  products  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Butter  production  in  the  third  quarter  of  I9I+9  was  11  percent  above 
that  of  the  same  quarter  in  1948.    It  showed  the  largest,  gain  of  any  of  the 
4  manufactured  dairy  products.    Increases  occurred  in  most  of  the  major 
producing  countries,  the  exceptions  being  Canada,  United  Kingdom,  and 
Australia.    Canadian  milk  production  for  the  third  quarter  was  somewhat 
lower.    This,  together  with  legalization  of  margarine,  and  other  factors, 
has  resulted  in  lower  butter  production.    Smaller  milk  production  in  the 
United  Kingdom  in  this  quarter  decreased  the  quantity  available  for  manu- 
facturing purposes,  a  major  factor  in  the  15  percent  decline  from  the  com- 
parable quarter  in  1948.    Australian  butter  production  in  this  period  was 
99  percent  of  last  year. 

In  Denmark,  conditions  for  production  in  the  third  quarter  were 
more  favorable  than  in  many  countries,  and  butter  output  there  was  34 
percent  higher  than  in  the  same  quarter  of  1948.     Improved  supplies 
to  creameries  in  Ireland  in  the  last  two  months  of  the  quarter  brought 
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butter  production  for  the  entire  quarter  to  15  percent  above  comparable 
1948.    The  Netherlands'  larger  milk  production  resulted  in  an  increase  of 
approximately  8  percent  in  butter  output  in  the  third  quarter.    Butter  pro- 
duction in  the  United  States  exceeded  the  preceding  year  by  12  percent, 
reflecting  increased  milk  production,  Government  price  support  programs, 
and  smaller  quantities  of  milk  used  in  other  processed  forms.    Other  coun- 
tries showing  increases  in  butter  output  in  the  third  quarter  were  Sweden, 
Switzerland  and  New  Zealand. 

Cheese  production  in  the  quarter  under  review  rose  h  percent  over 
the  same  quarter  of  19^8.    Increases  were  noted  in  almost  all  Continental 
countries  reporting.     In  Sweden,  where  conditions  favored  a  continued  up- 
ward trend  in  milk  output,  the  production  of  cheese  was  28  percent  higher 
than  a  year  ago.    The  Netherlands  and  Switzerland  both  showed  gains  of  k 
percent  in  this  period,  while  Denmark  maintained  production  at  approxi- 
mately the  same  level  as  in  1948.    In  the  United  Kingdom  where  reduced 
milk  output  resulted  in  smaller  supplies  available  for  manufacturing, 
cheese  production  was  only  69  percent  of  the  corresponding  quarter  of 
19^8.    Of  the  Southern  Hemisphere  countries,  only  New  Zealand  reported  an 
increase.    Cheese  graded -for -export  in  the  third  quarter  exceeded  the  pre- 
ceding year  by  16  percent . 

Production  of  cheese  in  Canada  in  the  July -September  period  of  19^9 
increased  17  percent,  largely  the  result  of  somewhat  greater  quantities 
of  milk  being  diverted  to  that  product  in  this  period.    In  the  United 
States,  cheese  output  was  3.  percent  above  last  year.    Cheddar  cheese  which 
is  produced  on  a  more  extensive  scale  than  all  other  types  combined,  was  2 
percent  larger  than  the  comparable  quarter  in  19^8.    Output  of  cheese  in 
Australia  was  only  slightly  below  that  of  the  third  quarter  a  year  ago. 

Canned  milk  manufactured  in  reporting  countries  in  the  July-September 
quarter  of  19]+9  declined  to  85  percent  of  last  year.    The  Netherlands  was 
the  only  country  of  the  four  reporting" in  which  an  increase  occurred  in 
this  period.    In  the  United  Kingdom,  the  lowered  output  for  the  first  two 
months  of  the  quarter  was  not  offset  by  the  improvement  which  took  place 
in  the  final  month,  and  production  in  the  quarter  was  held  to  66  percent 
of  a  year  ago. 

Canadian  production  of  canned  milk  dropped  22  percent,  reflecting 
the  smaller  amount  of  milk  available  in  the  quarter  for  the  manufacture 
of  concentrated  dairy  products.    Output  in  the  United  States  fell  to  8h 
percent  of  last  year,  accounted  for  by  the  reduced  production  of  evap- 
orated milk  which  is  processed  in  much  larger  quantity  than  condensed  milk. 

Dried  milk  production  in  the  third  quarter  of  19^9,  was  only  8l  per- 
cent of  the  same  quarter  of  I9J+8.    Of  the  Continental  countries  reporting, 
only  Sweden  showed  an  increase,  dried  milk  output  there  being  38  percent 
higher  than  a  year  ago.    Production  in  the  Netherlands  in  the  third  quarter 
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declined  to  77  percent  of  1948.  The  United  Kingdom1 s  output  in  this  period 
was  down  k-2.  percent  from  a  year  earlier. 

In  this  Hemisphere,  dried  milk  output  in  the  United  States  in  the  third 
quarter  of  lyhy  exceeded  that  of  the  corresponding  quarter  of  19^8  by  2k 
percent.    This  was  accounted  for  in  the  greatly  increased  production  of 
non-fat  solids ,  output  of  which  is  continuing  at  a  record  level,  and  which, 
in  the  quarter  under  review,  rose  approximately  k-0  percent  above  a  year  ago. 
Output  in  Canada  of  both  types  of  dried  milk  declined  in  the  third  quarter, 
again  the  result  of  smaller  milk  supplies  being  available  for  concentrated 
product  manufacture.    Total  dried  milk  output  there  was  only  81  percent  of 
third  quarter  1948. 

Current  Conditions  Abroad; 

Sydney: -    Weather  has  been  variable  in  Australia     In  some  of  the 
dairying  districts,  where  ample  rain  has  fallen,  followed  by  mild  weather, 
excellent  pastures  seem  to  be  assured.    However,  in  Victoria,  the  most  im- 
portant dairy  State,  rains  have  been  inadequate,  and  in  some  areas  feed  for 
stock  is  short. 

Stockholm: -    The  upward  trend  in  the  output  of  dairy  products  in 
Sweden  continues.    Stocks  of  butter  and  cheese  are  reported  to  be  record 
high,  with  sizeable  quantities  available  for  export. 

C openhagen ; -    Rainfall  in  Denmark  late  in  the  third  quarter,  and  a 
subsequent  spell  of  favorable  weather,  encouraged  pasture  growth.  Dairy 
animals  are  in  good  condition. 

Dublin; -    In  Ireland,  better  than  usual  conditions  for  milk  production 
prevailed  early  in  the  fourth  quarter.    However,  with  the  coming  of  colder 
weather,  pastures  deteriorated. 

Ottawa; -    Both  feed  and  pasture  conditions  in  Canada  in  the  early 
part  of  the  fourth  quarter  were  favorable  for  production.    Present  indica- 
tions are  that  milk  production  for  the  year  19^9  will  approximate  1948 
output . 


U.  S.  FOREIGN  TRADE  IN  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS  DURING  OCTOBER  19^9 

United  States  foreign  trade  in  agricultural  products  in  October  was 
slightly  below  October  1948  in  value,  thus  continuing  the  tendency  for  cur- 
rent trade  to  be  lower  than  in  the  corresponding  month  of  the  earlier  year. 
Exports  were  valued  at  $259,541,000,  compared  with  $292,1+59,000  In  October 
1948,  while  imports  were  worth  $231,654,000  compared  with  $256,331,000. 
The  decrease  in  value  of  all  exports,  agricultural  and  nonagricultural,  was 
proportionately  more  than  for  agricultural  exports,  while  the  decrease  in 
value  of  all  imports  was  proportionately  less. 
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UNITED  STATES:    Summary  of  exports,  domestic,  of  selected 
agricultural  products,  during   October  19*8  and  19*9 


Commodity  exported 


Unit 


13-*S- 


Quantity 


Oetobar 


19%8 


Value 


ANIMAL  PRODUCTS: 

Butter   . ...  :  Lb. 

Cheese   :  Lb. 

Milk,  condensed   :  Lb. 

Milk,  whole,  dried   :  Lb. 

Nonfat  dry  milk  solids   s  Lb. 

Milk,  evaporated   „ .  :  Lb. 

Eggs,  dried   s  Lb. 

Beef  and  veal,  total    1/  ............  :  Lb. 

Pork,  total    if  „  :  Lb. 

Horse  meat   :  Lb. 

Lard  ( including  neutral )  ............  :  Lb . 

Tallow,  edible  and  inedible   :  Lb. 

VEGETABLE  PRODUCTS:  :  : 

Cotton, unmfd.excl.  linters  (*80  lb.).  :Bale: 

Apples,  fresh  ,   :  Lb.: 

Grapefruit,  fresh   :  Lb.: 

Oranges,  fresh   :  Lb.: 

Pears,  fresh   j  Lb.: 

Prunes,  dried   :  Lb.: 

Raisins  and  currants    :  Lb.s 

Fruits,  canned   :  Lb.: 

Fruit  juices   :Gal.: 

Barley,  grain  (*8  lb.)    :  Bu.: 

Barley  malt  (3*  lb.)   :  Bu.: 

Corn,  grain  (56  lb.)    :  Bu.: 

Grain  sorghums  (56  lb.)   :  Bu.: 

Rice,  milled,  brown,  etc   :  Lb.: 

Wheat,  grain  (60  lb.)    :  Bu.: 

Flour,  wholly  of  U.S.  wheat  ( 100  lb.)  :  Bag: 

Flour,  other  (100  lb.)    :  Bag: 

Hops   ...   :  Lb.: 

Peanuts,  shelled    :  Lb.: 

Soybeans  (except  canned)    :  Lb.: 

Soybean  oil,  crude  end  rpfined   :  Lb.: 

Soya  flour    :  Lb.: 

Seeds,  field  and  garden    :  Lb.: 

Tobacco,  bright  flue-cured   :  Lb.: 

Tobacco,  leaf,  other    :  Lb.: 

Beans,  dried    :  Lb.: 

Peas,  dried    :  Lb.: 

Potatoes,  white    :  Lb.: 

Vegetables,  canned    Lb.: 

Total  above    :  j" 

Food  exported  for  relief,  etc  :  : 

Other  agricultural  products    :  : 

Total  agricultural    :  j" 

Total  all  commodities 


Thousands 


Thousands 


753 
22,632 

1C,*55 
7,061 
l6,*06 
19.316 

"U 

1,879 
10,8*0 

16,525 
6,61* 

265 
8,  161 
9,321 

30,176 
3.162 

17.25* 
*.*6? 
2,633 
1,121 
3.393 
251 

3J+86 
77.207 
35.919 

^.692 

a 

1.791 
1*0,236 

619 
*,508 

71,  58* 

2.1*70 

30,3*5 
5.795 

13.891 
2,603 

*7.09i 
R.9Qg 


366 
885 
1.98* 
5,909 
28,897 
18,903 
1,366 
1,070 
2,1*79 
2,18* 

31,503 
27,113 

*37 
7.331 
3,95* 
22,135 
3.002 
20,300 
3*.  5a 
9,5** 
1.565 
1,56* 
323 
7.*92 
1.357 
130.957 
22,693 
1.383 
289 

1,593  _ 
1,801  1 

119, *37  : 
12,530  ; 

207  * 
2,193  : 
50,2*8  5 
5,***  : 

i*,9*5 ; 

6,22*  ' 
*1,*93  : 
<s55  8 


1,000 
dollars 


567 

10,*57 

2,108 

3.957 
2.667 
3,175 
.729 
381 
827 

1.713 
3,923 
I.O56 

*3,*71 
735 
259 

1,233 
285 

1.756 
500 
*6* 

1,17* 

8,030 
798 

6,961 
92,799 

27,788 
137 
1,069 
6,638 
*2 

1.075 
3,988 
682 

16.529 
2,909 
1.368 
276 
1.368 


1,000 
dollars 

255 
3*2 
425 
2,9a 
3,656 
2,*0* 
1,368 

3 

299 
*.37l 
2,131 


:  261,700 
*  2,6*8 
i  pfl.in 


68,759 
507 
190 
1,118 
195 
1.753 
3.172 
1.328 
1.563 
1.951 
7*2 
10,86* 

1.915 

9.6*1 
56.1*5 
6.503 
1,630 

957 
320 

5.13* 
1,8*8 
1* 
572 
26,793 
2,970 
1,0*8 
316 


229,286 

1.37* 
22.831 


1/  Product,  weight.    Compiled  from  official  records 


;  292, *59  ; 

a.Qi2,*3g: 


259.5*1 

8*2,0?) 


Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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UNITED  STATES;     Summary  of  imports  for  consumption 
of  selected  agricultural  products  during  October  1948  and  1949 


Commodity  imported 
SUPPLEMENTARY 


JUnit 


October 


1<#8 

■   

L  13&  . 

:      1 s000 

!  1,000 

! Thousands 

:  Thousands 

:  dollars 

:  dollars 

:  No. 

i  87 

72 

:  12IW 

!  No.!  3 

:  2 

5  750 

!  640 

1  Lb.:  2,547 

5  3.965 

:  582 

:  Lb, 

!  3.199 

'  4,003 

5  1.890 

'•  2,220 

s  Lb. 

:  10,777 

•  15.632 

5  4,915 

5  5.891 

:  Lb. 

'>  16,130 

1  3.735 

!  5.192 

5  1,099 

%  Lb. 

i  25.166 

•  27,063 

;  14,632 

:Bal®8  12 

*  l»e»97 

5     l , 900 

5  1,3,49 

1  38I 

:  BUs 

5  32^ 

i  905 

5  2X0 

f  1,497 

5  420 

:  Lb. 

12,810 

•  9.443 

!  1,6X4 

:  1,108 

%  Lb. 

°  le85S 

•  7,602 

s  118 

!  378 

s  Lb. 

:  ,Tg 

26 

:  82 

28 

%  Lb. 

5  *55 

103 

l6l 

'  30 

°  Lt»-  1,170 

•  K253 

»  154 

1  430 

:  tM  ^571 

4*469 

1  1.817 

1.795 

|  11,019 

23.715 

1,608 

1,126 

i  Lbi;  fl;§|i 

120,054 

4, 434 

9,35^ 

!  Bu.S  1 

7 

n 

V 

:  Lb. 

i  8,569 

x,4yu 

:  Lb. 

t  7.011 

5.539 

1,331 

493 

:  Lb.:  17,697 

10,011 

3.160 

1.901 

:  Ton 

277 

279 

27,448 

29,276 

:Gal. 

6,786 

13.732 

.  555 

:  Lb. 

:  5.729 

5.5W 

H.495 

4,092 

:  Lb. 

!  1.501 

1.250 

2,261 

2,003 

:.  Lb. 

!  72,335 

86,301 

1.520 

1.537 

:  Lb. 

:  186 

1,024 

7 

25 

:  Lb. 

17.245 

19.393 

5.261 

6,340 

J Bunch  5,050 

4,083 

4,523 

4,188 

!  Lb. 

226,53^ 

2^4,349 

55.309 

65. 708 

:  Lb. 

26,651 

22,256 

10,085 

3.775 

:  Lb. 

6,680 

7.702 

3.160 

3.788 

:  Lb. 

6  2U1 

6,722 

2,795  • 

3.829 

:  Ton 

6 

2,124 

:  Lb. 

136,661 

i05,?ii 

A78 

15t8?2 

ANIMALS  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS : 

Cattle,  dutiable  .................... 

Cattle,  free  (for  breeding) 

Casein  and  lactarene  ................ 

Cheese  .............. ...«..«».. „....<> 

Hides  and  skins  ..................... 

Beef  canned ,  incl •  corned 

Wool,  unmfd9excl.  free,  etc.  ........ 

VEGETABLE  PRODUCTS: 
Cot  ton  9unsafd.,®xcl.l  inters  (480  lb.) 
Jute  and  jute  butts, unmf d.(2,2lK)  lb.) 
Apples,  green  or  ripe  (50  lb.)  ...... 

Olives  in  brine  ..................... 

Pineapples ,  prep,  or  preserved  ...... 

Barley  ©alt  

HopS  o«ct......s.......ae.e..e.e..».a>. 

Almonds ,  shelled  

Brazil  or  cream  nuts,  not  shelled  ... 

Cashew  nuts  

Coconut  moat,  shredded,  etc.  ........ 

Castor  beans  ........ .......... 

Copra  •   •  •  •  

Flaxseed  (56  lb.)  

Coconut  oil  .............  

Palm  oil   

Tung  oil  

Sugar,  excl.  beet  (2,000  lb.)   

Molasses,  unfit  for  human  consumption 

Tobacco,  cigarette  leaf   

Tobacco,  other  leaf   

Potatoes,  white  

Tomatoes,  natural  state  

COMPLEMENTARY 

Wool,  unmfd.,  free  in  bond  

VEGETABLE  PRODUCTS: 

Bananas  

Coffee  (ex.  into  Puerto  Rico)  ....... 

Cocoa  or  cacao  beans  and  shells   

Spices  (complementary)  

Sisal  and  henequen  (2,240  lb.)   

Rubber ,  crude  

Total  above  

Other  agricultural  products  •  

Total  agricultural  products   


Total  all  commodities 


:  211,800 
256.331 


605,026  :  561.478 


Compiled  from  official  records.  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
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Cotton  took  first  place  as  an  agricultural  export,  as  437,000  bales, 
valued  at  $68,759,000  were  shipped  out  compared  with  265,000  "bales,  valued 
at  $43,471,000,  last  October.    Wheat  and  wheat  flour  dropped  to  second 
place  with  shipments  at  a  value  of  $64,278,000,  compared  with  $120,724,000 
in  October  1948.    Leaf  tobacco  exports  totaled  55? 692  pounds,  valued 
at  $29,763,000,  much  above  last  October's  figures  of  36,1^0,000  pounds 
valued  at  $19,438,000. 

Exports  of  several  products  fell  markedly  in  comparison  with  last 
October;  notably  cheese,  condensed  milk,  peanuts  and  soya  flour.  On 
the  other  hand,  marked  increases  were  shown  for  nonfat  dry  milk  solids, 
lard,  tallow,  rice,  corn,  soybeans  and  soybean  oil. 

Coffee  was  the  principal  agricultural  product  imported  in  October 
1949,  as  2^,3^9,000  pounds,  valued  at  $65,708,000,  were  brought  into 
the  United  States;  in  1948,  226,534,000  pounds,  valued  at  $55,309,000, 
were  imported.  Imports  of  sugar,  279,000  tons,  valued  at  $29,276,000, 
were  about  the  same  as  in  October  1948.  Copra  imports  increased  from 
38,098,000  pounds  valued  at  $4,434,000  in  October  1948,  to  12,054,000 
pounds,  valued  at  $9,354,000,  in  October  1949. 


COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS 


LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

MEAT  PRICES  RISE 
IN  DENMARK 

The  increase  in  Danish  meat  prices  since  derationing  November  21 
has  been  much  larger  than  anticipated.    Some  increase  was  expected  due 
to  derationing,  elimination  of  maximum  prices,  removal  of  the  pork 
subsidy  and  increased  demand  created  by  unlimited  purchases.  Accord- 
ing to  recent  reports,  however,  a  general  stoppage  of  purchases  occurred 
almost  simultaneously  with  derationing.    Meat  dealers  indicate  that  prices 
must  go  down  before  sales  can  continue.    Any  downward  movement  in  price 
is  expected  to  be  very  slow. 

Pork  prices  showed  the  largest  increase  but  some  refund  is  made 
under  the  new  rebate  system  as  it  replaces  the  consumer  subsidy  on  pork. 
It  is  estimated  that  over  3  million  persons  will  receive  a  maximum  of 
Kr    31.00  ($4.49)  each  in  6  months  on  pork  purchases. 

Beef  prices  have  increased  to  a  lesser  extent  and  the  price  of 
veal  has  shown  the  smallest  Increase.    However,  the  Danish  population 
consumes  more  pork  than  any  other  type  of  meat  and  the  price  of  pork  is 
most  significant  as  far  as  home  consumption  is  concerned. 
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Argentina  remotes  commission  fees  and  control 
on  certain  meats  and  meat  products 

The  Argentine.  Trade ■ Promotion  Institute,  according  to  recent  informa- 
tion, removed  the  20  percent  commission  on  corned  beef  effective  November 
through  oral  notification  to  the  packers.     It  also  is  reported  that  the 
7-5  percent  commission  on  exports  of  roast  beef  in  cans  was  removed  at  the 
same  time. 

Exporters  are  now  permitted  by  the  Institute  t©  Q.uote  their 
minimum  f.o.b.  price  at  $11.00  per  case  of  ^8/l2-ounoe  tins.  The 
previous  minimum  price,  including  the  Jnstitute ' s  commission,  was  $12.00 
per  case.    About  half  of  the  former  commission  is  presently  collected" 
by  the  packers  and  the  other  half  has  been  used  to  reduce  the  export 
price. 

Such  items  as  canned  meat  pastes,  sausages,  meat  offals,  including 
liver  and  other  inedible  and  edible  products,  meat  extract,  salted  beef, 
sheepskins,  and  chickens  and  turkeys  frozen  in  tins  are  now  excluded 
from  the  Argentine  Trade  Promotion  Institute's  operations.  Private 
exporters  are  now  permitted  to  sell  these  products  without  obtaining 
IAPI's  consent  or  paying  any  commission  to  the  Institute,, 

DANISH  HOG  NUMBERS 
CONTINUE  TO  RISE 

Total  hog  numbers  in  Denmark  on  November  19,  19^9  were  163  percent 
above  a  year  ago.    However,  the  total  increase  during  the  6-week  period 
October  8  to  November  19,  19^9  was  72,000  head,  or  2  percent.  Hog 
numbers  are  now  approaching  the  prewar  level. 

Although  bred  sow  numbers  were  about  151  percent  above  a  year 
earlier,  the  number  to  farrow  dropped  16,000  head  between  October  9  and 
November  19 .    The  total  number  of  sows  also  was  down  by  10,000  head  in 
that  period.    Bred  sow  and  suckling  pig  numbers  were  the  highest  for 
November  since  1935  and  1939,  respectively.    Unless  limited  by  feed 
supplies,  this  would  indicate  that  Denmark's  pork  production  is 
continuing  upward  and  more  pork  and  pork  products  will  be  available  for 
export  in  1950. 

Hog  numbers,  by  classes/  according  to  the  November  census,  were 
as  follows,  with  comparable  figures  for  November  20,1948  in  parentheses: 
Bred  sows,  250,000  (165,000);  total  sows  371,000  (23^,000);  suckling 
pigs  725,000  (362,000);  pigs  and  slaughter  hogs  1,992,000  (1,298,000) 
and  total,  including  boars,  3,101,000  (1,903,000).     (For  other  comparative 
data,  see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  November  Ik,  19^9)* 
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BRAZILIAN  WOOL  • 
SITUATION  l/ 

Production  of  wool  in  Brazil  is  estimated  at  47.4  million  pounds  in  . 
1949,  compared  with  45.2  million  pounds  in  1948  and  48.0  million  pounds 
in  1947-    Output  has  risen  steadily  since  1940  and  is  now  about  one-third 
above  production  for  that  year.    The  State  of  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  produces 
about  80  percent  of  the  total  and  practically  all  of  the  wool  enters  com- 
mercial channels.    The  increase  in  wool  production  is  due  to  a  steady  in- 
crease in  sheep  numbers.    Ten  percent. of  Brazil's  production  of  raw  wool 
is  classed  as  merino  (64-70's);  55  percent  as  top  Prima  and  Prima  (58-60- 
6k* b),  while  35  percent  is  of  the  coarser  types. 

Consumption  of  raw  wool  by  Brazilian  industry  reached  a  yearly  aver- 
age of  approximately  36.4  million  pounds  during  World  War  II,  and  has  re- 
mained at  about  the  same  level  during  the  past  several  years. 

Prices  of  wool  in  Brazil  followed  closely  the  prices  established  on 
the  world  market  during  the  past  season. 

Brazil  normally  exports  more  wool  than  it  imports.  .However,  the  1948 
exports  of  15.6  million  pounds  were  unusually  high  due  to  the  unwilling- 
ness of  domestic  mills      to  pay  the  high  prices  quoted  early  in  the  season 
The  United  States  is  the  largest  buyer  of  Brazilian  wool,  while  Argentina 
and  Union  of  South  Africa  are  the  chief  sources  of  Brazilian  imports. 

Recently  established  marketing  cooperatives  handle  a  substantial  part 
of  the  wool  entering  into  commercial  channels.  Their  operations,  however, 
are  confined  largely  to  selling  to  the  domestic  trade. 

The  48  firms  comprising  the  major  part  of  the  woolen  textile  industry 
in  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  produced  7.8  million  square  yards  of  woolen  . 
textiles  in  1948,  a  slight  increase  over  the  I947  output.    Yarn  production 
in  I9U8  is  estimated  to  be  slightly  above  the  19^7  figure. ; 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  WOOL  PRODUCTION  ' 
DOWN  12  PERCENT  FROM  LAST  YEAR 

Although  the  Division  of  Economice  and  Market's  estimate  of  wool 
production  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  for  the  I949-5O  season  is  not  yet 
available,  it  is  already  apparent  that  the  output  will  be  considerably 
lower  because  of  drought.    Present  unofficial  estimates  range  from 
190,000,000  to  195,000,000  pounds,  a  decline  of  approximately  12  percent 
in  comparison  with  the  1948-49  clip  of  21Q,000,000  pounds. 


l/  A  more  extensive  statement  may  be  obtained  in  Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular  FW-7-49,  available  from  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25.  D.  C. 
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Most  of  the  decline  will-  be  in  the  areas-  where  merino  wool  is 
produced..    The- loss  in  sheep  numbers  is  difficult  to  estimate  and  will  ' 
probably  not  be  known  until  the  August  1950  census. 

Drought  over  large  areas  of  the  Union  has  not  only  reduced  wool 
production  prospects  materially,  but  has  caused  heavy  losses  in  sheep 
numbers.    The  lamb  crop  is  reported  to  be  exceptionally  poor. 

General  rains,  however,  have  occurred  during  the  third  week  in 
November  and  conditions  in  the  drought  stricken  areas  have  improved. 
The  rains  were  reported  to  be  heavy  in  some'  of  the  most  affected  areas, 
but  light  in  others. •   The  rains  came  too  late  to  affect  the  19^9-50 
wool  production  and  additional  moisture  will  be  required  to  have  any 
material  effect  in  checking  sheep  losses  and  in  maintaining. wool  pro- 
duction at  -che  19^-9-50  level  for  the  1950-51  season. 


NETHERLANDS  EGG  INCREASE 
SMALLER  THAN  EXPECTED 

.Commercial  egg  production  in  the  Netherlands  during  the  first  9 
months-  of  19^9  has  been  reported  at  1,0^0  million  eggs,  which  is  20 
percent  above  the  January-to -September  period  in  19k&  but  not  pro- 
portionately .  large  -enough  to  conform  with  the  forecast  of  1, 5*1-1  million 
eggs  for  the  current  .year.    The  smaller-than -expected  production 
in  19^9  will  be  compensated  for  by  a  smaller  domestic  consumption  and 
the  export,  goal  of  k-00  million  eggs  will .probably  be ■ attained.  'Exports 
for  the  first  9  months  of  19^9  have  amounted  to  279  million  eggs, -  which 
is  approximately  8  percent  above  the  comparable  period  a  year  earlier. 

The  September  19^9  poultry  census  enumerated  12,Q0h  thousand  lay- 
ing hens,  which  is  about  30  percent  more  than -reported  by  the  December 
19kQ  census.    Dutch  egg  producers  are  currently  receiving  an  average  of 
between  39  -  kh  cents  per  dozen,  which  is  approximately  two  cents  a 
dozen  more  than  in  August  of  this  year.    The  domestic  retail  price  has 
been  around  ho  to  50  cents  per  dozen  in  the  larger  cities,  and  eggs  for 
export  have  been  selling  at  39  cents,  about  k  cents  per  dozen  above  the 
price  for  egg  shipments  under  the  United  Kingdom  contract. 

The  Government  lias  announced  a  25  percent  increase  in  the  hatching 
quota  over  last  year  for  1950.     It  appears  that  Dutch  production  will 
tend  toward  the  1953  goal  of  16, million  laying  hens. 

TRT3H  POULTRY 
INDUSTRY  EXPANDS 

Poultry  raising  in  Ireland  haa  been  expanding  in  response  to 
improved  feed  supplies  and  the  Irish  Government's  Egg  and  Poultry- 
Development  Scheme.    Production  exceeded  domestic  consumption  until 
late  in  October ,  ' when  exports  dropped  and  available  supplies  on  the 
domestic  market  advanced  sharply  in  price.    The  temporary  shortage,  ac- 
cording to  a  recent  report,  was  caused  by  culling  of  older  hens,  which 
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was  encouraged  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture* s  offer  of  an  additional 
2.k  cents  per  pound  for  a  limited  period.    Other  contributing  factors 
were  a  wave  of  cold  weather  and  feed  shortages  on  farms. 

Exports  of  kO.h  million  eggs  during  the  first  9  months  of  19^9  were 
6k  percent  greater  than  shipments  during  the  comparable  period  of  19^7  and 
56  percent  larger  than  that  recorded  for  the  same  period  of  I9J+8.  Irish 
egg  production  is  expected  to  total  approximately  1,080  million  eggs  during 
I9U9,  which  is  17  percent  more  than  in  I9U8. 

Poultry  meat  exports  during  July  to  September  were  running  about  7 
percent  above  the  third  quarter  of  19^8.    All  Irish  exports  of  eggs  and 
poultry  will  continue  to  be  directed  to  the  United  Kingdom  since  an  addi- 
tional advantage  has  been  gained  over  other  suppliers  due  to  currency 
devaluation. 

The  Egg  and  Poultry  Development  Scheme  of  Ireland  is  designed  to  pro- 
vide more  and  higher -grade  chicks  at  lower  prices  to  the  poultrymen. 
Hatcheries  are  paid  subsidies  by  the  government  in  order  that  prices  of 
"as  hatched  chicks"  to  farmers  will  not  exceed  $2.10  per  dozen  and  sexed 
pullets  $4.20  per  dozen  including  cost  of  delivery.    Subsidies  from  the 
government  to  the  hatcheries  vary  from  35  cents  to  $1.12  per  dozen  chicks, 
depending  on  the  season  of  the  deliveries  and  the  type  of  chicks.    In  the 
spring  of  19^9  about  ^,250,000  day-old  chicks  were  distributed  to  poultry 
keepers  and  it  is  hoped  eventually  to  raise  this  output  to  8,000,000  chicks. 

Poultry  numbers  as  of  June  1,  19*4-9,  according  to  preliminary  esti- 
mates, totaled  22,162,600  birds,  including  guinea  hens,  which  is  6.6  per- 
oent  above  I9U8  and  represents  a  2'3  percent  increase  over  19V?. 

Egg  prices  to  producers  for  export  are  guaranteed  at  35  cents  per 
dozen  until  January  31,  195L.    The  recent  shortage  on  the  domestic  market 
has  brought  prices  to  producers  up  to  about  63  cents  and  retail  prices  at 
91  oents  per  dozen  which  is  almost  twice  the  retail  price  early  in  October. 
Prices  of  chickens  in  the  domestic  market  averaged  approximately  31  cents 
per  pound  in  September  and  October. 

FATS  AND  OILS 

INDONESIAN  COPRA  EXPORTS  IN 
NOVEMBER  SECOND  LOWEST  OF  YEAR 

Indonesian  copra  exports  of  19,893  long  tons  during  November  were 
the  second  lowest  for  the  year  despite  a  25  percent  increase  over  October 
shipments.    However,  January -November  exports,  totaling  276,901  tons, 
were  25  percent  higher  than  for  the  comparable  period  of  19*1-8  and  l6 
percent  greater  than  the  12 -month  shipments  of  last  year. 
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INDONESIA:    Copra  exports,  November 
(Long  tons) 


19^0  -w4th'coitipai:*i  sons  - 


•Country 


Copra'^  distribution 


Average  : 

19ftQTl/  - .. 

'  Jan  -  -Nov;  r  $ 

•  .November 

1935-39  i 

1949  :1/  -'  -  r 

1948  1/- 

1949'  1/ 

8  320 

3  650  • 

•  12,6l4  • 

•:  3,909  • 

'.  '  5, 734 

13,100  : 

8,053  : 

.  .8,018 

•  '  ;  4,000': 

* Q    OOO • 

4,896  : 

2,000 

2,400  : 

72,375  ; 

4,120 

5,*000  : 

■  IP  7lf8  • 

'  5  '937 

Ck,67k  : 

I'Q  e>7ft 

• '  IP  ALp  • 

-  23  103  • 

133,841  : 

159  kkn 

• ]£p  008  • 

IP  q44. 

11, 424 

31,810  •: 

3,000 

•  ■  '  •  '3,000  : 

3/OCO 

1,422  : 

2,500 

1,500  : 

6,886-: 

11,670 

10,-500 

17  : 

6,500- 

1,500  :' 

■  1,000: 

412  : 

32,422  : 

;2,500 

6,180  ; 

7/000  :' 

107,285  : 

15,479  : 

2,969 

1,-600  \ 

2,500- : 

.  l,00o!; 

17,160  ': 

Canada  ,  

Mexico,'. ....... .'.  /, . 

United  States 
Belgium. . ....  i". . 

Czechoslovakia.  *. V". . . 
Denmark. . 
France ." . '. 

Bizonal  Germany  

Italy...../ 
Netherlands 

Norway  

Poland. 
Sweden.  .  . . . 
Switzerland .... : . . . 
United  Kingdom/. . . . 

Japan  

Signapore. ....... 

Union  of  South  Afrfca: 
Others:' . ;  " 


Total  \  507/385  :2/  238,417:3/    276,901  -2/25,555:  19,693 


l/  Preliminary. 

2/  Does- not  include  unrecorded  shipments  to  Singapore . 
3/  As  of  June,  total  includes  shipment  to  Singapore. 


Copra  Board, . Eatavi.a. 


November  deliveries  to  oil  factories  were  reported  .at  12,924  tons. 
December  ;and  January  exports  are  forecast  at  approximately  27,000  and 
25,000  tons,  respectively.'        '     '  *'  ' 

Copra  prices  in  East  Indonesia  increased  to  the  following .quotations: 
45  gulden  per  100  kilograms  ($120  per  long  ton)  for  sundried,  44  ($118) 
for  mixed,  and  37  ($99)  for  inferior  grade.    Prior  quotations,  as  of 
September  26,  had  been:,    37  gulden  ($99),  36  ($96),  and  31  ($83)., 
respectively-'.-     '"  "      '•     ■'■      -      «■-'■•■•••  '  -••>••'    -   :  -'  ■ 
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ARGENTINE  OILSEED  CROPS 
SHOW  FAVORABLE  PROGRESS 

Present  indications  are  that  Argentina's  19^9-50  oilseed  harvest 
vill  be  greater  than  that  of  last  season.    Although  the  acreage  planted 
to  some  crops  is  probably  smaller,  general  growing  conditions  have  "been 
good  and  relatively  small  abandonment  is  expected. 

Flaxseed  production  is  forecast  unofficially  at  25  million  bushels. 
Last  year's  crop  was  slightly  less  than  20  million,  reflecting  drought, 
heavy  abandonment,  and  low  yields.    The  IAPI  will  pay  producers  $k  pesos 
per  100  kilograms  ($2.57  por  bushel)  for  new  crop  seed.    This  is  an  in- 
crease of  h  pesos  ($.30  per  bushel)  over  the  price  paid  for  the  past 
two  seasons  and  came  as  a  surprise  considering  the  heavy  surplus  of  "both 
flaxseed  and  linseed  oil.    No  export  price  for  seed  has  been  announced, 
but  the  linseed  oil  price  is  1,650  pesos  per  metric  ton  (about  15.5 
cents  per  pound  converted  at  the  preferential  ochange  of  483.21  pesos 
to  100  U.S.  dollars)  f.o.b.,  Buenos  Aires. 

At  the  end  of  November  stocks  held  by  IAPI  (excluding  stocks 

needed  to  cover  sales  commitments)  were  unofficially  estimated  at  a"bout 

10  million  bushels  of  seed  and  330,000  short  tons  of  linseed  oil.  The 
crop  now  being  harvested  will  add  to  the  surplus. 

Based  on  estimated  plantings  and  favorable  weather,  the  1949-50 
sunflower  seed  output  is  forecast  at  1,4  million  tons  compared  with 
1.2  million  last  season.    Peanut  production  may  reach  155,000  tons.  The 
revised  estimate  for  1948-49  is  121,300  tons. 

IAPI's  unsold  stocks  as  of  November  30  were  approximately  275,000 
tons  of  sunflower  seed,  70,000  tons  of  sunflower  seed  oil,  and  55,000 
tons  of  peanuts. 

Rapeseed  and  cottonseed  production  should  equal  the  1948-49  out- 
turn of  16,000  and  200,000  tons,  respectively.     Most  of  the  rapeseed 
or  oil  will  be  available  for  export. 

The  export  price  for  sunflower  seed,  rapeseed,  and  cottonseed  oils  ' 
is  2,200  pesos  per  metric  ton  (20.7  cents  per  pound)  f.o.b.,  Buenos 
Aire 3. 

CEYLON  COPRA,  COCONUT  OIL 
EXPORTS  INCREASE  OVER  1948 

Ceylon's  total  copra  and  coconut  oil  exports,  in  terms  of  copra, 
during  January-September  1949  amounted  to  120,936  long  tons,  compared 
with  116,372  tons  during  the  first  9  months  of  1948. 

Copra  shipments  during  January -September  1949  amounted  to  20,328 
tons,  nearly  900  tons  less  than  the  shipments  for  the  comparable  period 
of  1948.    About  33  percent  of  the  total  was  sent  to  India. 
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Coconut  oil  exports  in  the  first  9  months  of  1949  totaled  63,383 
tons,  or  about  85  percent  of  the  12 -month  I9J+8  figure  of  75,730  tons. 
Approximately  60  percent  of  these  exports  were  destined  to  the  United 
Kingdom.    By  the  end  of  September  shipments  of  coconut  oil  to  the  United 
Kingdom  had  exceeded  40,000  tons,  fulfilling  the  terms  of  the  contract 
with  the  Ministry  of  Food„ 

Stocks  on  hand  as  of  September  30,  1949,  were  15,400  tons  of  coconut 
oil  and  8,023  tons  of  copra.    These  stocks  are  higher  than  normal  due 
in  part  to  the  temporary  suspension  of  import  licenses  by  India,  about 
September  15,  and  the  withholding  of  stocks  in  anticipation  of  devalua- 
tion of  the  rupee. 

Contract  prices  remained  unchanged  at  Rs.  600  for  copra  Estage 
No.  1  and  Rs.  1,011.75  for  coconut  oil,  White,  wharf  delivery,  but  with 
the  devaluation  of  the  rupee  on  September  18  the  free  market  price  of 
copra  per  long  ton,  in  terms  of  U.S.  currency,  decreased  from  $181  to 
$126  and  coconut  oil  from  $305  to  $212. 

INDONESIAN  PALM  OIL  PRODUCTION, 
EXPORTS  INCREASE  .  IN.  19^9 

Production  of  palm  oil  in  Indonesia  during  1949  has  been  reliably 
forecast  at  132,000  short  tons,  and  with  orderly  conditions  prevailing 
during  the  coming  year  may  reach  187,000  tons  in  1950. 

Output  of  palm  oil  and  palm  kernels  during  the  period  January- 
September  1949  shows  an  almost  unbroken  record  of  monthly  increases. 
Total  production  amounted  to  91,872  tons  of  palm  oil  and  22,328  tons 
of  kernels.    The  average  monthly  outturn  of  palm  oil  of  10,208  tons  is 
a  marked  improvement  over  the  12 rmonth  average  of  1948  of  5,l80  tons, 
but  still  is  only  56  percent  of  the  prewar  monthly  average  of  18,230- 
tons.    Average  production  of  palm  kernels  also  shows  a  decided  increase 
over  the  previous  year,  rising  from  1,010  tons  in  1948  to  2,486  in  the 
first  9  months  of  1949.    The  prewar  monthly  average  was  3,865  tons. 

On  the  east  coast  of  Sumatra,  the  principal  producing  region, 
production  continues  to  be  affected  by  labor  shortages  and  limited 
processing  facilities  in  some  mills.    As  a  result  production  is  expected 
to  level  off  for  the  balance  of  the  year.    With  the  settlement  of  the 
political  difficulties  between  the  Dutch  and  the  Indonesians,,  and  the 
likelihood  of  order  and  stability  in. the! producing  areas,  new  capital 
expenditures  and  the  movement  of  labor  from  Java  may  bring  about  further 
inoreasea  next  year. 

Exports  of  palm  oil  and  palm  kernels  for  the  first  9  months  of 
1949  totaled  70,920  and  20,58l  tons,  respectively.    The  Netherlands 
was  the  largest  purchaser,  taking  54  percent  of  the  oil  and  41  percent 
of  the  kernels. 

Total  stocks  on  estates  at  the  end  of  September  amounted  to 
34,647  tons  of  palm  oil  and  18,333  of  kernels. 
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INDONESIA:    Palm  oil  and  palm  kernel  exports, 
January-September  1949  with,  comparisons 

(Short  tons) 


Palm  oil 


Country 


'Average 
•1935-39 


1948 


Jan.  - 
Sept. 
1949  1/ 


Palm  kernels 


Average  |  lglfg 
1935-3?! 


Canada  1,61*2 

Cuba  I.....  I]  1,2% 

United  States  .  !l27,650 

Belgium.  \  215 

Czechoslovakia  \ 

Denmark  

Germany  \  3,163 

Italy  ;  9,864 

Netherlands  \  49,003 

Poland  

Sweden  a ,  \ 

United  Kingdom  *  12,511 

China  1,442 

India...;  \  635 

Japan  257 

Siam  \  4 

Singapore  \    2, 014 

Union  of  South  Africa. ,.\  2,583 
Others  \  446 

Total  :  212, 685 

l/  Preliminary. 


43,275 

538 

123 
12 


37 


10,816 


4,469 
542 
38,426 

362 
11,120 


5,185 


43,990 


70,920 


1,238 
267 
1,932 
15,677 
3,018 
1,050. 
17,249 
198 
2,948 
308 


249 


44,134 


12,201 


11 


Source:    Batavia,  Java. 


HAITI'S  VEGETABLE  OILSEED 
OUTPUT  DOWN  FE0M  1948 


Haiti's  1949  vegetable  oilseed  crops  are  down  from  last  year,  according 
to  estimates  reported  by  the  American  Embassy,  Port-au-Prince. 

Commercial  cottonseed  output  is  placed  at  4,400  short  tons  from  which 
about  660  tons  of  oil  are  expected,  compared  with  over  800  in  1948  and 
about  650  in  1947. 

The  price  of  cottonseed  oil,  which  fell  from  $2.20  per  gallon  in 
January  to  $1.80  in  May,  had  recovered  somewhat  by  mid-October  to  around 
$2.00.    Stocks  on  hand  are  low  and  plans  include  additional  imports  of 
oil  to  meet  the  demand  until  next  year's  supply  is  available. 
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The  castor  "bean  crop  is  estimated  at  about  2,400  tons  compared  with 
2/(00  last  year.    Practically  all  the  castor  beans  harvested  in  Haiti 
are  exported.    Shipments  for  the  period  October  1,  1943  to  June  30,  1949 
amounted  to  1,962  tons,  12  percent  less  than  the  2, 242 -ton  exports  for  the 
comparable  period  of  the  previous  year. 

The  average  value  of  castor  bean  exports  during  October -June  19^8-^9 
was  .595  gourde's  per  kilogram  ($108  per' ton)  compared  with  ,908  gourdes 
($165)  for  the  comparable  period  of  1947-48  and  .-950  gourdes  ($172)  for 
the  fiscal  year  1946-47.     Should  the  price  remain  low,  bean  collections 
will  likely  fall  below  the  estimated  output.  . 

Because  of  low  prices  very  little,  if  any,  coconut  oil  has. been 
produced  commercially  in  Haiti  this  year.    Commercial  peanut  oil. pro- 
duct ion  will  be  only  about  20  tons.    Peanuts  and;  coconuts  are  always 
potential  commercial  crops  in  Haiti  because  they  are  produced  on.  peasant 
farms  in  many  parts  of  the  country.    The  quantity  marketed-  depends  upon 
the  price  stimulus, ,  - 

PAKISTAN  HARVESTS  LARGER  --••■<., 
PAPESEED  CROP  ; 

:  Pakistan  harvested  296,800  short  tons  of  rap'eseed  from  1,530,000 
acres  in  the  1948-49  season,  according  to  the  final  official  forecast 
reported  by  the  American  Embassy,  Karachi.    This  represents  a  4  percent 
increase  over  the  284,480  tons: harvested  from  1,472,000  acres  the  pre- 
vious season.    The  increase  wa.s  general  throughout  Pakistan,  excepting 
in  the  States  of  Baluchistan  and  Bahawalpur,  where' there- was. a  slight 
decrease  owing  to  unfavorable  weather  conditions."  '  • 

M    GRAJ.NS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS  -       .  . 

CUBAN  RICE -IMPORT  QUOTA 
ESTABLISHED  FOE  1949-50 

The  Cuban  tariff  quota  on  rice  imports  during  the  crop  year  1949-50 
(July-June)  recently  was  set  at  4,450,000  quintals  (451  million  pounds). 
Tliis  is  the  same  as  the  quota  previously  established  for  the  calendar 
year  1949.    All  rice  imported  on  and  after  June  10,  1949,  will  be  charged 
against  the  1949-50  quota. 

The  import  quota  was  ohanged  from  a  calendar  year  to  a  crop  year 
basis  in  Decree  4911,  announced  on  November  28,    This  decree  amended  the 
applicable  portions  of  Decree  d747,  May  26,  1949,  which  effectuated  the 
tariff  quota  as  embodied  in  Schedule  IX  of  the  General  Agreement  on 
Tariffs  and  Trade  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  July  25,  1949). 

Rice  arrivals  into  Cuba  from  June  10  to  December  3  totalled  308  mil- 
lion pounds,  all  from  the  United  States.    During  this  6-month  period,  68  . 
percent  of  the  quota  for  the  1949-50  (July-June)  year  was  imported,  ac- 
cording to  data  from  ships'  manifests. 
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ITALY  HARVESTS 
LARGE-  RICE  CROP 


Italian  rice  production  in  1949  is  estimated  at  33,100,000  "bushels 
compared  with  34,300,000  bushels  a  year  earlier,  and  an  average  (1935-39) 
of  37,620,000  bushels  before  the  war.    The  harvested  acreage  decreased  8 
percent,  according  to  official  statistics,  but  weather  conditions  were 
favorable  during  the  season  for  the  production  of  higher  yields  per  acre 
than  in  the  preceding  year. 

Rice  exports  were  resumed  in  the  1948-49  marketing  year  (October- 
September)  for  the  first  time  since  the  war.    The  total  during  the  year 
probably  will  exceed  200  million  pounds,  since  shipments  reportedly  have 
been  large.    The  latest  reported  data  show  deliveries  from  October  1948 
to  May  19,  19^9,  of  137  million  pounds.    Most  of  the  consignments  probably 
went  to  European  countries. 


ITALY:  Rice  acreage,  production  and  exports, 
averages  1930-31/39-40,  annual  1947  -48/49 -5-0 


Year  l/ 

Acreage 

Yield 

per 
acre 

Production 

Exports 

Production 
minus 
exports 

Rough 

In  terms 
of  milled 

Average : 
1930-31/34-35 
1935-36/39-40 
1947_48  

1,000 
f  acres 

Bushels 

1,000 
bushels 

Million 
pounds 

•  Million 
pounds 

Million 
pounds 

360 
362 
327 
352 
330 

94.8 
103.9 
104.9 

97.4 
-  100.3 

34,139 
37,620 
34,300 
34,300 
33,100 

999 
1,100 

1,003 
1,003 

968 

306 
■  294 
-  2/ 
:  220 

693 
806 
1,003. 
783 

1948-49  

1949-50  

l/  Marketing  year  Oct ober -Sept ember, '  2/  Less  than  500, 000'  pounds . 


Compiled  from  official  and  unofficial  sources. 


ARGENTINA  ANNOUNCES  1949-50 
GRAIN  PRICES  TO  PRODUCERS 


The  Argentine  Minister  of  Agriculture  on  December  1  announced  the 
prices  to  be  paid  producers  for  small  grains  of  the  1949-50  crop.    The  new 
wheat  price  is  the  equivalent  of  $1.90  cents  per  bushel  for  No.  2  semi- 
hard wheat  in  bags,  on  track  at  ports.    The  new  rate,  which  is  only  slightly 
above  the  price  of  $1.86  paid  for  1948-49  wheat,  compares  with  the  official 
export  price  of  $2.19  P©r  bushel. 

The  barley  price  to  producers  was  raised  from  last  year's  figure  of 
$0.97  per  bushel  to  $1.10  for  the  crop  now  being  harvested.    Prices  for 
both  rye  and  oats  are  lower  than  those  paid  for  the  1948-49  crop.    Rye,  at 
$1.25  per  bushel,  is  7  cents  less  than  last  year's  official  prices  and  $0.6l 
for  oats  is  a  reduction  of  8  cents  from  the  1948-49  rate.     Lower  prices 
for  those  two  grains  probably  reflect  the  relatively  large  quantities  of 
those  grains  still  on  hand. 
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COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBER 

COTTON -PRICE  QUOTATIONS  .   '   ..'  ! 

ON  WORLD  MARKETS  .      '      '  " 

The  following  table  shows  certain  cotton-price  quotations  on  foreign  markets 
converted  at  current  rates  of  exchange. 

COTTON:     Spot  prices  in  certain  foreign  markets,  and  the 
U.  S.  gulf -port  average 


Market  location, 
kind,  and  quality 


Date 
19^9 

;    Unit  of 
\    we  ight 

"  Unit  of 
\  currency 

:  Price  in  1 
foreign  ; 
•  currency  : 

Equivalen 

U  •  O  •      ^  CIA  O 

per  pound 

'Kantar 

12-15 

:  99-05  lbs. 

Tallari 

:         78.65  : 

45.59 

n 

76,40  : 

44.29 

it 

ti 

.  79.40  : 

46.03 

il 

72*90  : 

42.26  ; 

Candy 

it 

78U  lbs. 

Rupee 

1/    620.00  : 

16.50  : 

ii 

1/    690.00  t 

18.37 

Maund 

12-1? 

82.28  Its. 

76-^0  : 

28.05 

1! 

11 

It 

83.00  : 

30.43 

tr 

It 

86.00  : 

31.53 

Metric  ton 

12-15 

2204.6  lbs. 

Peso 

1/  4000.00  ? 

37.55 

Sp.  quintal" 

12-14 

101. X  lbs. 

Sol 

quoted) 

tr 

» 

ti  « 

.  (not5 

quoted) 

Arroba 

12-15 

33.07  lbs. 

Cruze  ir 0 

170.00  : 

27.97 

ti 

11 

(not; 

available) 

n 

188.00  5 

30.93] 

Sp.  quintal 

tt 

101.1)-  lbs. 

Peso 

210.00  : 

23.96j 

n 

Pound 

Cent 

XXXXX  : 

29.70] 

Alexandria 

Ashmouni,  Good  

Ashmouni,  F.G.F  

Karnak,  Good  

Karnak,  F.G.F  

Bombay 

Jarila,  Fine  

Broach  VI Jay,  Fine... 
Karachi 

i+F  Punjab,  S.G.,  Fine 

289F  Sind,  S.G.,  Fine 

289F  Punjab,  S.G.,  Fine 
Buenos  Aires 

Type  B  

Lima 

Tanguis,  Type  5. 

Pima,  Type  1 .  . .  . 
Recife 

Mata,  Type  k. . . . 

Sertao,  Type  5 . . 
Sao  Paulo 

£ko  Paulo,  Type  5 
Torre on 

Middling,  15/16" 
Houston-Galveston -New 

Orleans  av.  Mid.  15/16 


Quotations  of  foreign  markets  reported  .by  cable  from  U.  S.  Foreign  Service  posts 
abroad.    U.  S.  quotations  from  designated  spot  markets. 
1/    Nominal  -  ceiling  prices . 
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OUTLOOK  BRIGHT  FOB  CANADIAN 
COTTON  TEXTILE  INDUSTRY  l/ 

Cotton  consumption  in  Canada  during  the  19^8-lf9  season  was  reported 
at  377,000  "bales  or  17,000  "bales  above  the  previous  season.  Consumption 
was  at  a  high  level  until  the  last  3  months  of  the  season  when  reluct- 
ance of  the  textile  trade  to  make  forward  commitments  forced  curtailment 
of  operations.    The  sharp  increase  in  the  supply  of  cotton  textiles  due 
to  high  domestic  production  and  increased  imports  caused  considerable 
uncertainty  during  the  summer  of  19^9-     Imports  of  cotton  textiles  ex- 
panded rapidly  last  spring  under  the  influence  of  higher  quotas,  lew- 
tariff  rates,  and  low  prices  in  the  United  States.  However,  the  British 
preferential  tariff  rates  have  been  abandoned  and  former  rates  of  duty' 
were  reimposed  July  1,  19^9.    By  the  end  of  the  season  confidence  had 
gradually  returned  to  the  industry.    The  increased  imports  had  not 
flooded  the  market  as  feared.    Retail  sales  were  still  holding  up  well, 
the  higher  tariff  rates  and  some  strengthening  of  United  States  prices 
was  expected  to  curtail  imports  somewhat,  and  inventories  were  being 
reduced  satisfactorily. 

The  trade  generally  ha3  become  very  optimistic  about  prospects 
for  the  coming  year  and  confidence  is  expressed  that  consumption  will 
approach  and  may  equal  that  of  the  19^8-49  season.    The  trade  is  general 
in  agreement  that  the  summer  drop  in  mill  activity  was  only  temporary 
and  the  present  high  level  can  be  maintained.    The  labor  problem  appears 
to  be  solved  and  new  and  more  efficient  machinery  is  rapidly  being  in- 
stalled.    Demand  is  still  good  although  the  consumer  has  become  more 
selective  and  the  mills  realize  they  must  concentrate  on  quality  mer- 
chandise at  reasonable  prices. 

Cotton  consumption  during  the  first  3  months  of  the  current  season 
tends  to  bear  out  this  confidence     Although  July  and  August  were  con- 
siderably lower  than  the  past  two  years  and  the  decline  during  the 
summer  was  far  sharper  than  the  usually  seasonal  variation,  consumption 
made  a  remarkable  recovery,  in  September,  October,  and  November,  and  is 
now  at.  the  level  of  the  past  two  seasons . 

Although  total  cotton  consumption  is  expected  to  remain  at  fairly  , 
high  levels,  consumption  of  United  States  cotton  seems  almost  certain 
to  decline  "as  a  sharp  swing  this  season  to  Mexican  cotto^  is  evidently 
occurring.     Over  85  percent  of  the  imports  in  the  l$)kQ~k9  season  were 
from,  the  United  States,  with  most  of  the  remainder  coming  from  Mexico. 
However,  in  the  19^9-50  season  Canadian  purchases  of  Mexican  cotton 
have  been  reported' very  heavy.     In  the  first  3  months  (August,  September, 
and  October),  of  the  current,  season  about  50  percent  of  Canada's  imports 
have  been  from  Mexico. 


l/  Based  on' reports  of  Quentin  B.  Bates,  formerly  Assistant  Agricultural 
Attache.  Ottawa. 


668 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  59,  no.  25 


Increased  imports  of  Mexican  cotton  have  "been  due  to  lower  prices. 
The  cost  of  Mexican  cotton  landed  in  Montreal  has  "been  1  to  2  cents 
under  that  of  United  States  cotton  for  the  past  few  months.  However, 
the  Mexican  crop  has  "been  reported  as  all  sold;  therefore,  Canadian 
imports  of  Mexican  cotton  will  depend  on  the  quantity  purchased  in  this 
highly  competitive  market  the  past  it-  months. 

The  tire  cord  manufacturers  and  other  users  of. long-staple  cottons 
have  depended  mainly  on  United  States  cotton  to  fulfill  a  large  part 
of  their  requirements  and  very  little  Egyptian  cotton  has  been  imported. 
However,  with  the  devaluation  of  the  .Egyptian  pound  by  30.5  percent 
as  compared  to  the  lesser  devaluation  of  Canadian  currency  by  only  9,3 
percent  in  relation  to  the  United  States  dollar,  Canadian  merchants  have 
shown  considerable  interest  in  Egyptian  cotton.    Since  devaluation  the 
price  of  cotton  has  been  rising  steadily  in  Egypt  and  has  now  regained 
about  the  same  relationship  to  United  States  cotton  in  terms  of  dollars 
as  before  devaluation. ■  This  price  rise  in  Egypt  may  tend  to  make 
Egyptian  cotton  less  attractive  to  the  Canadian  spinners. 

The  major  devaluation  of  the  British  pound  will  bring  British 
textiles  in  a  more  favorable  competitive  position  with  Canadian  textiles 
and  will  undoubtedly  stimulate  exports  to  Canada.    The  lesser  Canadian 
devaluation  modified  this  advantage  somewhat  as  the  cost  of  British 
goods  has  been  reduced  23.6  percent,  whereas  without  Canadian  devaluation 
the  reduction  would  have  been  3° .5  percent. 

U.K. -JAPANESE  TRADE 
AGREEMENT  SIGNED 

A  trade  arrangement  between  occupied -Japan  and  the  United  Kingdom 
was  signed  on  November  22,  19^9,  effective  for  1  year  from  last  July  1. 
The  sterling  area  involved  in  the  agreement  includes  the  United  Kingdom 
and  colonies,  except  Hong  Kong,  and  excludes  Australia,  India,  New 
Zealand, .and  South  Africa.    The  principal  commodities  and  products 
covered  by  the  agreement  are  cotton,  cereals,  wool,  iron  ore,  rubber, 
salt,  petroleum,  hides,  skins  and  tanning  materials  from  the  sterling 
areas,  and  textiles,  machinery,  canned  fish,  lumber,  metals,  electrical 
products,  chemicals,  pottery  and  glassware  from  Japan. 

New  purchases  by  Japan  from  the  sterling  areas  that  will  result 
from  the  terms  of  the  agreement  are  expected  to  total  about  155  million 
($151+,  000,  COO)  during  the  12 -month  period.     Sales  of  Japanese  products 
and  commodities  to  the  sterling  area  as  a  result  of  the  agreement  are 
expected  to  total  about  &!+5.5  million  ($127,1+00,000).     The  difference 
of  L9.5  million  ($26,600,000)  is  accounted  for  by  the  excess  of  orders 
placed  by  the  sterling  area  in  Japan  before  June  30  and  still  unfilled 
at  that  date. 

A  special  provision  was  made  to  facilitate  trade  between  Japan 
and  other  sterling  area  countries,  particularly  Pakistan  and  Burma, 
that  subscribed  to  the  sterling  payments  arrangement.    Trade  under  this 
provision  is  expected  to  total  about  £27  million  ($75,600,000)  includ- 
ing some  invisible  trade  items. 
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THE  JUTE  SITUATION.  IN  PAKISTAN  AND 
INDIA  AS  OF  NOVEMBER  30,  19^9  " 

Official  estimates  as  to  the  size  of  the  East  Pakistan  jute  crop 
for  1949-50  remain  at  3,332,455  "bales  (or  about  1,333  million  pounds), 
according  to  the  American  Consulate  at  Calcutta.    Trade  opinion,  how- 
ever, continues  to  the  effect  that  the  official  figure  is  considerably 
under -estimated  and  that  tho  final  figure  will  be  nearer  4.5  to  5-5 
million  bales  (or  between  1,800  and '2/200  million  pounds),  which  includes 
considerable  quantities  whi&bj  it  is  rumored • in  trade  circles,  will  have 
left  Pakistan  in  unofficial  barter  operations  and  will  not  appear  in  the 
official  final  revised  figures  when  available. 

Trade  estimates  of  the  current  .jute  crop  in  India  vary  from 
2,500,000  to  3,000.000  bales  (or  1,000  to  1,2,00  million  pounds). 

It  is  reported  that  no  jute  is  coming  into  Calcutta  from  Pakistan 
through  official  transactions.    Even' that" jute  which  was  purchased  from 
Pakistan  prior  to  devaluation  and  not  moved  to'  India  is  believed  to  be 
still  retained  within-' Pakistan '  s  borders  at  the  order  of  the.  Jute  Board 
there . 

Undelivered  balances  during  the  past  month  are  reported  to  have 
increased  by  365,000  bales-,  but  the  stock  supplies  in  Calcutta  were 
reduced  by  7,000  bales.     Stocks  of  raw  jute  in  Calcutta  were  reported 
sometime  ago  to  be  sufficient  for  only  one  month  and  a  half  of  mill 
operation,  but  Indian  Finance  quoted  on  November  26,  1949,  a  New  Delhi 
dispatch  to  the  effect  that  ''official  circles  here  compute  that  the 
total  stocks  of  jute  in  the  country  are  approximately  40  lakh 
(4,000,000  bales)  and  at  the  current  rate  of  production,  the  mills 
will  have  sufficient  supplies  till  the  end  of  June  1950." 

Exports  of  raw  jute,  according  to  consular  invoices  certified 
by  the  Consulate  General  at  Calcutta,  during  the  period  October  24  to 
November  26,  1949  inclusive,  were  23,296  (of  400  pounds  each)  from 
Calcutta  and  400  bales  (of  400  pounds  each)  from  Pakistan  through 
Calcutta.  '  Both  of  these  quantities  were  shipped  to  the  United  States. 

During  October  185,000  bales  of  Indian  jute  and  17,000  bales  of 
Pakistan  jute  were  exported  from  Calcutta,  making  a  total  for  the 
period  July-October  of  481, 600  bales  (391,800  Indian  and  80,800 

Pakistan)  compared  with  1,463,100  bales  (181,100  Indian  and  1,282,000 
Pakistan)  for  the  corresponding  4  months  of  1948. 

India  has  now  stopped  all  export  of  Indian  jute  to  hard  currency 
countries,  and  ceilings  for  soft  currency  areas  also  appear  to  have 
been  reached  until  further  notice, 

There  has  been  no  changes  in  the  prices  as  set  by  both  countries. 


670 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  Vol.  59,  No.  25 


The  raw  jute  stock  position  on  November  15,  19^9,  as  explained 
by  the  Indian  Jute  Mills  Association,  was  as  follows: 


Bale  3 

Eaw  jute  stock,  1st  November  19^9   792,000 

Deliveries,  1st  to  15th  November  19^9: 

From  Pakistan   1^,  000 

From  India  ,\  lk€,  000  160,000 


952, 000 

Consumption,  1st  to  15th  November  19^9   2^0,000 

Closing  stock  15th  November  19^9.   712,000 


Undelivered  balances  against  mill 
purchases  as  of  15th  November  19^9: 

From  Pakistan   512, 000 

From  India  625,000  1,137,000 

Consumption,  1st  July-15th  November  19^9   1,621,000 

Deliveries,  1st  July-15th  November  19^9: 

From  Pakistan  773 , 000 

From  India  599,000  1,372,000 


In  the  30 -day  period  ending  November  15,  19^+9,  raw  jute  stocks 
dropped  7,000  bales;  undelivered  balances  increased  365,000  bales; 
consumption  was  388,000  bales;  and  deliveries  amounted  to  355,000 
bales. 

The  month  of  October  provided  many  developments  with  respect  to 
the  jute  industry's  troubles  and  problems  since  devaluation  and  the 
actions  taken  by  Pakistan  and  India  to  control  and  regulate  raw  jute 
and  goods  prices  and  trading.    During  November  the  stalemate  continued, 
and  additional  complications  plagued  the  industry.    The  month's  de- 
velopments may  be  summarized  as  follows: 

Early  in  November  some  observers  believed  that  the 
uneasiness  in  jute  circles  in  India  resulting  from  events 
following  devaluation  was  giving  way  to  quiet  confidence 
caused  by:  (1)  the  belief  that  India's  own  jute  crop  is 
larger  than  expected;  and  (2)  the  realization  that  jute 
from  East  Pakistan  dispatched  before  September  20  had 
come  into  Calcutta  during  September  and  October  in  larger 
quantities  than  expected.    The  Calcutta  trade  learned 
also  that  some  East  Bengal  sellers  were  intimating  that 
their  contracts  were  void--rather  than  just  suspended-- 
because  of  "State  interference." 

During  the  first  week  of  the  month  it  became  known 
that  the  Government  of  India  had  placed  mill  orders  for 
15  000  tons  of  hessians  and  8,000  tons  of  sacking  for 
November /December /January  delivery.     Reporters  at  the 
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time  stated  that  for  "this  reason  and  others"  the  Indian  Jute 
Mills  Association  committee  had  decided  to  effect  a  13  per- 
cent increase  in  goods  production  by  running  the  mills  after 
December  5  for  k  weeks  of  kO  hours  each  per  month,  rather 
than  at  the  then  prevailing  rate  of  3  weeks  of  kQ  hours  each 
per  month.    The  change  was  not  adopted.,  however. 

ITALIAN  SILK  PRODUCTION 
CONTINUES  LOW 

Italian  silk  cocoon  production  for  19^9  is  now  reported  at  the 
equivalent  'of  nearly  21  million  pounds,  or  about  the  same  as  the  very 
small  crop  of  19^8,  according  to  the  American  Embassy  at  Rome*  The 
quantity  of  silk  produced  is  estimated  at  approximately  2  million 
pounds.    Domestic  consumption  and  export  requirements  were  normally 
about  h.k  million  pounds  annually.     It  is  believed  the  reserve  stocks, 
which  are  already  relatively  very  low,  will  be  drained  further  to  meet 
the  requirements  before  the  next  crop  is  available. 

Total  stocks  of  silk,  as  of  October  31,  19^9,  were  only  about 
233,000  pounds,  of  which  17^,000  pounds  were  raw  silk.    This  quantity 
is  only  k-5  percent  of  that  of  one  year  ago.    Cocoon  stocks  were  cal- 
culated at  about  103,000  pounds  at  the  end  of  October  this  year. 

Exports  of  reeled  silk  for  the  first  8  months  of  this  year  were 
575,000  pounds,  or  less  than  one-fourth  of  those  during  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  19^8.    Exports  of  silk  fabrics  were  greater  than  in  the 
same  period  of  last  year.    Since  the  most  recent  devaluation  of  the 
lira,  the  industry  has  been  focussing  its  attention  on  increasing 
Italian  exports  to  the  dollar  areae 

Prices  of  domestic  silk  in  Italy  have  increased  slightly  but 
steadily  since  last  June  and  are  now  quoted  at  the  approximate 
equivalent  of  $^,05  per  pound  for  drawn  silk,  13/15  denier,  and  $3.72 
for  20/22  denier,  exquisite. 


TOBACCO 

FRENCH  MOROCCO'S  TOBACCO 
PRODUCTION  HIGHER 

French  Morocco's  19^9  production  of  leaf  tobacco  is  estimated  at 
about  10  percent  above  the  I9I+8  harvest,  according  to  the  American 
Consulate  in  Rabat, 

The  Country's  19^9  production  of  leaf  tobacco,  on  a  dry  weight 
basis,  is  estimated  at  about  k  million  pounds  from  h,J00  acres,  compared 
with  3.?  million  pounds  from  ^,9^0  acres  in  19^8  and  3. If  million  pounds 
from  3,950  acres  in  19Vf.    The  19^9  crop  consisted  of  approximately  3.1 
million  pounds  of  smoking  tobacco  and  880,000  pounds  of  snuff  tobacco. 
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Although  the  Government  is  promoting  increased  domestic  produc- 
tion it  is  probable  that  for  the  next  several  years,  at  least, 
Morocco  must  continue  to  import  a  large  part  of  its  tobacco  require- 
ment So    Imports  of  leaf  for  the  first  7  months  of  19^9  totaled  5.2 
million  pounds.    This  compares  with  calendar  year  imports  totaling 
8.8  million  pounds  in  19*4-8  and  6.9  million  pounds  in  19^7.    Due  to 
the  poor  combustibility  and  other  undesirable  qualities  of  Moroccan 
leaf  it  is  reported  that  not  more  than  50  percent  domestic  leaf  is 
used  in  the  various  blends  of  manufactured  tobacco  product sc  There- 
fore, improvement  in  quality  as  well  as  a  large  increase  in  produc- 
tion must  be  attained  if  "j;he  country  hopes  to  depend  largely  upon 
domestic  production  to  meet  its  consumption  requirements. 


LATE         II  E  W  S 


(.Continued  from  Pago  6I4U) 

50  million  pounds «     It  is  doubtful  that  the  Canadians  will  bo  able  to 
supply  the  entire  100  million  pounds.     Therefore,  a  portion  of  this  fund 
may  be  made  available  to  purchase  cheese  in  the  United  States,  unless  the 
Canadians  and  British  make  some  other  arrangement* 

"Wheat  -    So  announcements  were  made  Concerning  extension  of  the 
Canadian-United  Kingdom  -wheat  contract.     This  contract  expires  July  31, 
1950  and  provides  for  the  purchase  of  1I4O  million  "bushels  of  wheat  during 
the  19)49-50  marketing  season  at  $2.00  per  bushel  for  ho.  1  Manitoba 
Northern  in  store  Ft.  Williajr/Port  Arthur. 


French  edible  oil  has  now  been  placed  on  free  sale.     Imports  from 
Tunisia  and  Algeria  will  be  permitted  in  order  to  avoid  the  necessity 
of  a  price  increase.     (See  paces  628  and  629  of  Foreign  Crops  and 
Markets,  Vol.  59,  Ho.  2i|,  December  12,  19*49 ) • 


Finnish  egg  production  has  recovered  to  such  an  extent  that 
Finland  will  be  on  an  egg  export  basis  after  December  19)49. 


